On  the  ijl  Day  of  February,  l  ygg,  will  be  publijhecl, 

PRICE  TWO  SHILLINGS, 

Elegantly  printed  on  fine  Demy  Paper,  edlavo  fize,  containing  at  leaft  Six  Sheets  of 
Letter-prefs,  and  embellilhed  with  One  or  Two  Plates, 

TO  BE  CONTINUED  MONTHLY , 

NUMBER  I. 

Of  a  New,  Ufeful,  and  Interefting  Periodical  Work,  intitled, 

THE 

BRITISH 

MEDICAL  JOURNAL, 

CONTAINING 

THE  EARLIEST  INFORMATION  ON  SUBJECTS  OF 

Medicine,  surgery,  chemistry,  pharmacy,  botany, 

AND  NATURAL  HISTORY. 


- - Ex  Medicina  nihil  oportet  putare  proficifci,  nifi  quod  ad 

Ktilitatem  corporis  fpedtat,  quoniam  ejus  causa  eft  inllituta. 

Cicero,  de  Inventions,  Lib ,  /• 


PROSPECTUS. 

Magazines  and  other  Periodical  Works  have  lately  been  generally 
adopted,  as  vehicles  of  ufeful  knowledge,  more  extenfive  in  their  effedt  than 
any  other  fpecies  of  publications.  That  others  are  however  hill  wanted  to  fupply 
the  Medical  Department  of  literature  in  this  Country,  is  a  fad!  which  has  long 
been  obvious  to  every  inquifitive  obferver. 

There  is  at  prefent  no  Monthly  Journal  in  the  Englifh  language,  the  profefled 
and  fingledefign  of  which  is  to  communicate  accounts  of  every  new  Obfervation 
and  valuable  Difcovery  made  from  time  to  time  in  the  different  branches  of 
Medicine,  and  hill  it  muh  be  confehed,  that  an  early  circulation  of  intelligence 
fo  ehential  to  the  pradlitioner,  as  well  as  to  fociety  in  general,  has  not  been 
attended  to,  in  this  country,  with  the  care  which  the  importance  of  the  objedl 
required.  The  prefent  undertaking,  therefore,  is  intended  to  exhibit  a 
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coitipenciioiis  view  of  all  fuch  matters  of  facf  as  lie  and  remain  fcattered,  at 
prefent,  through  a  vaft  number  of  expenfive  and  voluminous  publications, 
as  well  foreign  as  domeftic,  and  which  deferve  to  be  more  generally  known 
to  the  Medical  Pra&itioner. 

Confidering  the  important  and  rapid  progrefs  daily  made  in  Chemiflry, 
Natural  Philofophy,  and  other  fciences  connected  with  Medicine,  it  becomes 
matter  of  juft  furprife,  that  no  efFedlual  plan  has  hitherto  been  adopted,  to  tnrnifti 
the  Britifh  Public  with  an  accurate  Analyfis  of  all  the  Novelties  and  Improve¬ 
ments  which  continually  appear  in  various  countries  and  languages. 

To  accomplilli  this  defirable  purpofe,  and  more  fully  to  illuftrate  the  principles 
of  a  fcience,  on  the  due  cultivation  of  which  our  enjoyments  and  even  exiftence 
fo  materially  depend,  is  the  primary  and  efpecial  objedt  of  the  British 
Medical  Journal  ;  a  work  which,  though  intended  chiefly  for  the^fe  of 
the  Faculty,  will  convey  fuch  a  variety  of  pradtical  and  interefting  information, 
ns  cannot  fail  to  prove  acceptable  and  ufeful  to  every  clafs  of  readers. 

The  following  outline  of  the  Plan  comprehends  the  different  objedts  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  Editors  will  be  principally  diredted : 

I.  Eflays  on  the  mod;  important  fubjedls  of  Medicine,  confidered  with  refpedt  to  the 
Origin,  Prevention,  and  Cure  of  Difeafes  in  general. 

II.  Every  recent  Improvement  and  Difcovery  in  Botany,  Chemiflry,  Pharmacy,  and 
other  medical  fciences ;  accurate  accounts  of  new  Remedies,  whether  they  are 
fuch  as  have  acquired  reputation  fuperior  to  their  merit,  or  fuch  as  deferve  to  be 
more  generally  known  and  employed. 

III.  An  abridged  view  of  the  prevailing  Epidemics  of  the  feafon  ;  a  narrative  of  their 
ufual  progrefs ;  directions  for  the  proper  diet  and  regimen  to  be  obferved  by  the 
patient ;  together  with  the  molt  diccefsful  method  of  treating  the  diforder,  agreeably 
to  the  date,  habit,  and  conditution  of  the  individual. 

IV.  Impartial  hiftories  of  the  mod;  celebrated  Patent  and  other  Quack  Medicines^ 
and  critical  inveftigations  of  their  various  petenfions. 

V.  Remarkable  and  authentic  Medical  Cafes,  communicated  by  correfponding  Prac¬ 
titioners  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  occafionally  extracted  from  foreign  Medical 
Journals. 

VI.  Geographical  Defcriptions  of  Countries  and  Places,  written  chiefly  with  a  view  to 
appreciate  their  relative  falubrity  in  point  of  climate,  air,  and  fituation  ;  their  local 
difeafes  and  remedies ;  their  population,  mortality,  &c. — Speculations  upon  the 
defeats  fubfifting  in  the  Medical  Police  of  this  and  other  countries. 

VII.  A  Review  of  all  new  Publications  in  the  various  Departments  of  Medical 
Science,  and  a  comprehenfive  Catalogue  Raijhmk ,  with  occafional  extracts  of 
characleriiHc  and  linking  paffages. — Under  this  head  will  be  comprefled  the 
fuhftance  of  every  valuable  publication,  as  far  as  the  Practice  of  Medicine  is 
concerned. 

Till.  All  the  new  appointments  of  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  in  the  Navy,  Army,  and 
Public  Hofpitals.  Accounts  of  Leflures  given  in  the  different  branches  of  the 
profeffion,  as  well  in  London  as  in  Edinburgh  and  Dublin. — Lids  of  Deaths 
occurring  in  the  medical  world.— Biographical  Sketches  of  eminent  Medical 
Characters  living  and  deceafed,  native  and  foreign. 


IX,  Monthly 
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IX.  Monthly  Tables  of  the  Variations  which  take  place  in  the  wholefale  Price  of 
Drugs,  and  other  articles  employed  in  Medicine ;  hints  and  cautions  how  to  detect 
the  frequent  Adulterations  of  fuch  fubhances. 

X.  Original  Communications  to  the  Editors;- — Notice  of  Medical  Works  in  hand,  or 
in  the  Prefs— of  new  Eftablilhments,  &c. 


In  conformity  with  the  objedts  which  form  the  bafis  of  the  prefent  under¬ 
taking,  the  Editors  refpedtfully  folicit  the  fupport  of  the  Public,  and  principally 
of  the  Medical  Faculty,  to  a  Work  which,  while  it  more  particularly  claims  their 
attention,  cannot  fail  to  be  of  very  confiderable  ufe  to  Society  in  general.— -As 
pradtical  knowledge,  however,  can  be  derived  and  promoted  only  by  reafoning 
upon  fadts,  and  drawing  juft  conclufions,  this  Journal  can  admit  neither 
fanciful  hypothefes,  nor  abftrufe  fpeculations  ;  but  conjectures  which  poffefs 
the  merit  of  ingenuity  and  novelty,  will  not  be  excluded;  as  they  frequently 
have  a  tendency  to  fuggeft  hints  in  other  refpedts  valuable,  and  which  may  be 
applicable  to  ufeful  purpofes. 

Several  Medical  Gentlemen  of  acknowledged  abilities,  andextenfive  pradlice, 
have  engaged  to  communicate  the  original  obfervations  which  may  occur  in  the 
exercife  of  their  profeflion,  in  the  different  Hofpitals  of  the  Metropolis,  and  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  The  Condudlors,  relying  on  their  prefent  and 
future  refources,  and  anxious  to  render  this  publication  in  every  refpedl  worthy 
of  the  public  patronage,  have  already,  at  a  very  great  expence,  eftabliftied  a 
literary  correfpondence  in  the  principal  Cities  on  the  Continents  of  Europe 
and  America  ;  and  they  entertain  no  doubt  but  Medical  Pradlitioners,  wherever 
the  Englifti  language  is  read,  will  liberally  contribute  their  aftiftance  to  a  work, 
in  which  the  whole  Faculty  are  effentially  interefted. 

Befides  a  variety  of  other  original  Articles,  the  Firft  Number  will  contain 

u  A  comparative  V tew  of  the  principal  Theories  which  have  prevailed  in  Chemijlry, 
fince  the  time  of  Becher,  who  died  in  the  year  1635  ;”  compofed  originally  by 
the  celebrated  Dr.  Frank,  of  Vienna; — u  An  accurate  defcription  of  the 
real  PLANT  and  Balm  of  Gilead  ;  its  growth  and  remarkable  properties ,  for 
which  it  has  long  been  celebrated ,  both  as  a  cofmetic  and  an  internal  medicine , 
among  the  Oriental  Ladies with  a  coloured  Plate,  reprefenting  the  Amyris 
Gileadenfis ;  by  Profeffor  Wild  enow,  of  Berlin ; —and  “A  Critical  Retro¬ 
spect  of  the  Medical  Publications  in  all  parts  of  Europey  during  the  year  1798/* 


Communications  relative  to  fubjedts  ftated  in  the  Profpedlus,  addreffed  to 
Mr.  Phillips,  No.  yr,  St.  Paul’s  Church  Yard,  London,  will  be  gratefully 
received,  and  pundfuaily  attended  to  ;  but  it  is  requefted  that  thefe  favours 
may  always  be  t  ran  Indeed,  as  early  as  pollible,  and  not  later  than  the  tenth  clay 
of  the  month,  if  intended  for  infertion  jn  the  current  Number. 


NEW  AND  INTERESTING  WORKS, 

PUBLISHING  BY 

R.  PHILLIPS , 

No.  71,  St.  PAUL’S  CHURCH- YARD; 

And  which  may  he  had  of  all  Bookfellers . 


V  BIOGRAPHICAL  MEMOIRS  of  EIGHTY  LIVING  PUBLIC  CHARACTERS 
®F  1 798,  written  with  accuracy  and  impartiality,  and  embellished  with  thirty  engraved  Portraits, 
1  vol .  oCtavo,  price  8s.  6d.  boards.  A  similar  Volume  will  be  published  annually. 

Distinct,  interesting,  and  detailed  Memoirs  are  contained  in  the  present  Volume  of  the 


following  distinguished  Persons  : 


Moira* 


Ear 

Sir  J.  Sinclair* 
'Mr.  Roscoe 
JEarl  Liverpool 
Air.  A.  Newland 
Mr.  Fox* 

Mr.  Pitt* 

JDr.  Darwin* 
Lord  Hood* 


Bp.  of  Rochester*  MrNorthcote,R.A  Mr.  Isaac  Corry  Duke  of  Norfolk 
Mr.  Just.  Buller*  Bp.  of  LlandatF  Mr.  J.  Beresford  Dr.  Towers* 

Mr.  H.Erskine  Mr.  John  Forster  Lord  Thurlow 
Lord  Charlemont  Dr.  Burney*  Marq.  Cornwallis 


Mr.  Grattan* 

Sir  W.  S.  Smith 
Dr.  T.  Haweis* 


Dr.  Wolcott 
Abp.  of  Canter.  * 

Mr.  A.  Murphy* 

E.  of  Dartmouth 
Bp.  of  Durham 

Air. Kin gfcomed.jl  Mr»  Dundas* 

Bp. of  Winchester  Lofd  Kilwarden 
Sir  G.L. Staunton  Mr. Jackson,  Ext.  Mr.  Curran 
Mr.  T.  Taylor*  Lord  Malmsbury  Lord  Monboddo 

Dr.  Jos.  White  Mr. D. Barrington  Mrs.  Siddons 

Bp.  of  Worcester  Dr.  0‘Leary  Bp.  of  Salisbury 
EarlofBuchan  Lord  Yelverton  Sir  John  Scott 


Dr.  Herschel*  Dr.  Priestley* 
Mr.  Justice  Grose  Miss  Mt>re 
Mr.  Kemble*  Mr. Aid.  Boydell* 
Miss  Seward  Mr.  G.Dyer* 
Ld.Ch.  of  Ireland*  Mr.  LTsraeli* 
Air.  Cumberland  Mr.  D. Williams*' 
Sir  A.  Macdonald  Mr.G.  Wakefield** 
Mr.  Opie.  R.  A. 
Lord  Rokeby 
Lord  Nelson* 


General  Melville 
Bp.  of  Lo  ndon* 

Dean  Tucker 
Lord  Duncan* 

Portraits  are  given  of  those  marked  with  the  Asterisk . 

2.  The  BRITISH  NEPOS,  or  Youth’s  Mirror;  being  the  select  Lives  of  Illustrious 
Britons,  who  have  been  distinguished  by  their  virtues,  talents,  or  remarkable  progress  in  life, 
with  incidental  and  p  radical  reflections;  written  purposely  for  the  use  of  Schools,  and  carefully 
adapted  to  the  situations  and  capacities  of  British  Youth;  by  William  Mavor,  L.L.D.  Vicar 
©f  Hurley,  Berkshire,  and  chaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Dumfries.  (Dedicated  to  the  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Great  Britain.)  With  an  appropriate  Frontispiece,  price  4s.  6d.  bound.  Good  allowance 
will  be  given  to  Schools,  who  purchase  25  or  more  copies. 

N .  B.  The  great  importance  of  such  a  vjork  as  this,  in  exciting  a  proper  spirit  of  emulation  and  ambition  in 
the  minds  of  Youth,  by  the  influence  of  great  and  successful  examples ,  must  be  obvious  to  every  judicious  Parent 
etna  Tutor. 

3.  An  AUTHENTIC  NARRATIVE  of  the  Journey  of  Embassy  of  the  Dutch  East 
Inpia  Company  to  the  Court  of  the  Emperor  of  China,  in  the  years  1794-5,  by  Van  Braarn  (sub¬ 
sequent  to  that  of  the  Earl  of  Macartney);  with  a  Chart  of  the  Route,  2  vols.  Svo.  12s.  boards. 

4.  BIOGRAPHICAL  ANECDOTES  of  the  FOUNDERS  of  the  FRENCH  REPUBLIC, 
and  of  other  eminent  persons  connected  with  the  events  of  the  French  Revolution  ;  with  Three 
Plates  and  a  Chart :  2  vols.  10s.  or  either  volume  may  be  had  separately,  at  5s.  each. 

5.  LOVERS’  VOWS,  or  the  Naturae  Son,  a  play  ;  faithfully  and  elegantly  translated  from 
the  original  of  Kotzebue,  by  Miss  Plumptre ;  with  a  sketch  of  the  Life  of  Kotzebue,  by  Dr.  Wii- 
ikh.  The  Fifth  Edition,  revised,  2s.  6d. 

6.  The  SOLDIER’S  FRIEND,  or  The  Means  of  Preserving  the  Health  of  Military  Men,  by 
William  Blair,  A.  AI.  2s.  6d. 

7.  The  FASHIONS  of  LONDON  and  PARIS;  a  Monthly  work,  price  is.  6d.  each  number ; 
containing  three  beautifully  coloured  Plates,  representing  the  a&ually  prevailing  Female 
Fashions  of  London  and  Paris. 


In  the  Prefs. 


y.  Three  other  PLAYS  of  KOTZEBUE’s;  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the  admired  one  of 
Lovers’  Vows  ;  to  be  translated  also  bv  Miss  Plumptre,  the  approved  and  elegant  Translator  of 
Lover’s  Vows.  One  will  be  published  in  December,  1798,  the  other  two  in  January,  1799. 

2.  A  NECROLOGY,  or  Annual  Biography  of  the  eminent  and  remarkable  Persons  who 
die  in  the  course  of  each  year,  in  every  part  of  the  world.  The  first  volume  will  contain  those 
for  1797,  and  preceding.  v 

3.  An  important  AGRICULTURAL  WORK,  by  Dr.  Dickson,  under  the  patronage  of 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  the  late  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 


